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complete English translation, makes it permissible first of all
to consider the Spanish book and its author at some length.
Martin Fernandez de Enciso, entitled  by his   university
studies to the title of El Bachiller, was learned in the civil law,
and at the time when Christopher Columbus  died, was  a
member of the infant Spanish colony planted in Espanola,
Two fellow colonists, Anthony de Fogeda and Diego Nicuesa,
were commissioned by the King of Spain to explore and settle
those parts of Centra! America discovered in the course of
Columbus' Fourth Voyage, and Fogeda selected Enciso as his
lieutenant (partly on account of his legal qualifications), ordering
him to follow in a second ship with additional men and supplies.
Fogeda sailed in 1508 to take up his commission, making his
headquarters at Uraba in Darien, but Enciso delayed his own
journey from Espanola for nearly a year, and when he finally
crossed the Caribbean Sea anchored first of all at Cartagena,
on the South American Coast, where he entered into friendly
relations with the people of Caramairi. Fogeda had meanwhile
been in difficulties, which obliged him to leave Uraba in order
to seek for further assistance; Enciso therefore, on his arrival,
considered it his duty to assume command of the little leaderless
colony, with the result that he came into conflict with the
vigorous personality of Vasco Nunez de Balboa, the man who
was presently to discover the South Sea. Balboa declared that
Enciso's lieutenancy, held only by appointment from Fogeda
and not from the King, was invalid, and actually succeeded in
having his rival thrown for a brief time into prison. Enciso, on
his release, left Uraba for Spain in order to lodge a complaint
at Court of the way he had been treated. He sailed first to
Espafiola, which he reached by way of Cuba, a circuitous route
dictated by the strength and direction of the winds and currents
of the Caribbean Sea, and he thus obtained important additions
to his already considerable knowledge of the West Indies. From
Espanola he took ship for Spain in 1511, and on his arrival laid
his case before King Ferdinand. He was thus absent from
BarieE whea Balboa crossed the isthmus and discovered a new